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Southeast Signal 
News, Events, and Information from Around the System 

When we talk about 

improvement, whether it be 

in collections, facilities, 

human resource issues, or 

even personal growth, we 

frequently focus solely on 

the weaknesses. These weaknesses may act as an 

anchor that keeps a person, a program or an 

organization from reaching their goals, but 

sometimes it might be best to look at some other 

areas of improvement .  

We sometimes forget to look at the things we 

consider strengths and don’t work to make those 

stronger. Elite sprinters don’t just stop training 

because they are “fast enough”. The greatest 

writers (with a handful of exceptions) didn’t just 

stop writing after their first big book. These 

success stories know what they are really good at 

and continue to improve themselves in those 

areas. 

Knowing what you are really good at, what 

strengths your organization has, what unique 

talents your staff and/or volunteers bring to the 

table can help focus your efforts to take things to 

the next level. What training do you look for? 

What grants do you apply for? Who is working 

what shifts? What plans do you make for the 

future? Your answers to those questions may be 

very different if you are building on your 

strengths.  

Please don’t think that this philosophy excuses 

letting major deficiencies slide. This is merely 

taking an attitude that if you have something that 

is good enough, or even “just OK”, that maybe 

you focus on improving something else that is 

really good and make it great. 

From the Director 
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Calendar 
April,  School Library Month 

April 8-14, National Library Week 

April 10, National Library Worker’s Day 

April 13,  CASTL, Milford, “Programming Hits” 

April 14, National Dolphin Day 

April  16, PLTS, Para, and SCYP Spring Meeting, Seward, p. 9 

April 22-28, Preservation Week 

April 27, Arbor Day, SELS Office Closed 

April 28, National Superhero Day 

April 30, El día de los niños/El día de los libros (Children’s Day/Book Day  

May 1-7, Choose Privacy Week 

May 7-8, National Library Legislative Day 

May 3, SELS Friends “Aged to Perfection,” p. 10 

May 11, SELS Training Extravaganza, Seward, p. 11 

May 25, Golden Sower Reading Day, Seward, p.  12 

June 8, School Librarians in the Digital Age, p. 13 

Photos of the Month 

The librarians at CASTL on March 9 practiced techniques for rescuing valuable items in wake of a disaster. 

http://www.ala.org/conferencesevents/celebrationweeks/natlibraryweek
http://ala-apa.org/nlwd/
https://goo.gl/forms/enYO83E3HgXPzN9J2
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/members/group_content_view.asp?group=148655&id=504473
http://www.ala.org/alcts/preservationweek
http://dia.ala.org/
https://chooseprivacyweek.org/
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/advleg/nlld
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/2018/03/23/registration-open-for-2018-sels-training-extravaganza/
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/2018/03/29/golden-sower-reading-day-coming-up/
http://libraries.ne.gov/sels/2018/03/30/school-librarians-in-the-digital-age/
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CASTL Wrap-Up 
Michael Straatman presented “Disaster Planning for Libraries” during the 

March 9th CASTL meeting at Walt Branch Library in Lincoln. 

Fortunately, when creating disaster plans, there are plenty of generic plans 

and templates available. It is not necessary to create a plan completely from 

scratch. 

Since most disasters involve water in some form, plans should especially 

focus on what to do in the case of water damage. 

It is important to prioritize the rescue of extremely important and irreplace-

able resources; what can you save if the fire marshal gives you 15 minutes 

accompanied by a fireman? The general library collection will not be worth 

the staff time and effort; it is cheaper to purchase a new collection. For that 

reason, it is necessary to check that insurance coverage is sufficient to cover 

the replacement of the collection. An appraisal of the collection must be 

furnished to the insurance company. This can be calculated by some ILS sys-

tems; otherwise, online tools are available to help. 

Michael noted that personal safety and security always take precedence 

over materials. For that reason the environment of the affected room or building must be stabilized 

first. If possible, one should attempt to maintain a cool temperature and low relative humidity. Then 

items should be triaged, with wet items receiving first priority, then damp items, then smoke/and or fire 

damaged items. Gloves should be worn both to protect the wearer from germs and the materials from 

further damage. 

CASTL participants were able to perform some hands-on “rescue” work, including the handling of wet 

items, wet and burned items, and damp items. Freezer or waxed paper was used to wrap wet items and 

place them on their spines in boxes. 

 
Upcoming CASTL 

Meetings 

 
 
 

April 13 
Webermeier Memorial    

Library 
(Hosted at Senior Center) 

Milford 
“Programming Hits” 

 

May 17 
Morton-James Public    

Library 
Nebraska City 

 
June 29 

Sutton Memorial Library 
Sutton 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Basic Skills Courses 
To see the list of 2018 classes, click here.  Here’s what’s coming up next: 

Dates of Class 

April 23 —May 4 
 

May 21—June 1  
 

June 11—June 22 

Topic 

Readers' Advisory  

Intellectual Freedom/Core Values 

Library Finance  

Registration 

March 26 —April 13  

April 23—May 11  

May 14—June 1 

http://nlc.nebraska.gov/CE/BasicSkills/NBScalendar.aspx
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Easter Story Time at Milligan Public Library 

News Around the System 

Story time at the Milligan 

Public Library on Tuesday, 

March 27, 2018 started with 

the story time director, 

Shirley Ann Brunkow, read-

ing It's the Easter Beagle, 

Charlie Brown by Charles M. 

Schulz. The boys and girls 

were given cotton swabs and 

food coloring to decorate 

their eggs. Fun was had by 

all. 

Story time meets every Tuesday after school for ages 4 and up.  This will continue through the sum-

mer but the time will be 1:30 every Tuesday. 

 

Provided by Shirley Ann Brunkow  

Fairbury Public Library hosts Jeff Barnes 

Last month the Fairbury Public Library welcomed au-

thor Jeff Barnes who presented his talk on Nebraska's 

Landmark Buildings. It was a small group, but the talk 

was very interesting and well received.  

Provided by Debbie Aden 
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One Book One Nebraska Book Kit Currently Available 

News Around the System 

 

The 2018 title is Nebraska Presence: An Anthology of Poetry. (Edited by 

Greg Kosmicki and Mary K. Stillwell.) SELS has ten copies available.  

This book contains poems by more than 80 contemporary Nebraska 

poets, including Pulitzer Prize winner and former Poet Laureate of the 

United States, Ted Kooser, former Nebraska State Poet William 

Kloefkorn, and current Nebraska State Poet Twyla Hansen. 

Central City Public Library Hosts Two Fun Programs 
By Sara Lee. Korean Night photos by Sara Lee and Pinterest Party photo by Jamie Wright 

On March 19th, Central City Public Library and the 

International Program at Nebraska Christian 

Schools presented a Korean Cooking Night. Partic-

ipants learned how to make delicious Gimbap 

(Korean "sushi" rolls). Along with cooked rice, a 

selection of fillings were provided for each partici-

pant to use to create their own unique (and very 

tasty) version. The fillings included items such as: 

ham, carrots, cucumber, egg, and imitation crab 

meat. The wrap for the roll was a seaweed wrap. 

Also served was a yummy Korean version of a 

broth soup (similar to an 

egg drop-style soup). 

This was a wonderful 

opportunity for 

attendees to learn about 

and experience a bit of 

the students' culture.  

Beautiful beaded designs 

were created at our Pin-

terest Party Monday, 

April 2nd. 
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St. Patrick’s Day offers plenty of kid-friendly ways to use the green theme of the day. This year Wa-

hoo Public Library celebrated Froggy St. Patrick’s Day. The activities included listening to some St. 

Patrick’s Day stories, eating some green treats, and stuffing green frogs to take home. 

A Froggy St. Patrick’s Day 

News Around the System 

Provided by Carrie Trutna  

Seward Hosts Event with Poet (and Artist) Ted Kooser 
By Charlotte Baldinger 

Former United States Poet Laureate Ted Kooser will be visiting Sew-

ard Memorial Library on April 26 cele-

brating the release of his newest col-

lection of poems, Kindest Regards.  His 

book will be for sale and Kooser will 

be signing copies at 6:30 pm.  In addi-

tion to this event “artist” Ted Kooser 

has made two of his large prints avail-

able for purchase and signing.  Friends 

of Seward Library are selling poster 

size prints of Quilt Show Today and 

White Christmas for $25 each or two 

for $40 as a fundraiser.  
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News from Around the System 

 

“We’re EGG-tremely EGG-cited about reading!” says Emmy Fiala about the April bookmarks and dis-

plays in the Aurora Middle/High School Media Center. 

EGG-citement in Aurora 
Provided by Emmy Fiala 

Clarks Public Library Wins Front Porch Award 
Clarks Public Library received 

the Front Porch Award from 

Southeast Library System be-

cause it displayed ingenuity 

in creating an atmosphere 

that welcomes patrons to 

their library. The library re-

ceived a $100 check, present-

ed by Scott Childers on April 

9th. Pictured left to right: 

Shelli Urkoski, library board 

president; Norm Manstedt, 

village mayor; Scott Childers, 

Southeast Library System ex-

ecutive director; Barbee 

Sweet, library director; Barb Kohl, library board vice president; and Tabitha Rieken and Stephanie 

Carlson, library board members. 
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News from Around the System 

 

The Morton-James Public Library is pleased 

to announce the exhibition of The Barada 

Hills of Nebraska: Watercolors by John Fred-

erick Lokke and Poetry by Jan Chism Wright 

in their Kimmel Gallery April 3 – April 28, 

2018 with a Poetry & Pickin’ music perfor-

mance and gallery talk on Monday, April 9 at 

7:00 p.m. The Gallery doors will open at 6:30 

p.m.  Music will be provided by Jeff & Mary 

Barker. 

The Barada Hills are primarily located in Rich-

ardson County and refer to the bluffs along 

the Missouri River. The area has a unique and 

colorful history. The hills are named after the 

founder of the town of Barada, Antoine Bara-

da, the son of a French count and an Omaha 

Indian Princess. The exploits of Antoine Bara-

da were mythic enough to be recorded by 

Mari Sandoz. 

John Lokke is an artist, naturalist and ama-

teur herpetologist. A native of Omaha, NE, he 

received his BFA from University of Nebraska 

in Omaha. For the past 15 years, he has been 

working and teaching art in Wichita, KS at City Arts Gallery. His art work has shown previously at 

Weber Fine Arts Gallery, University of Nebraska Omaha, Cass County Historical Museum, 

Plattsmouth, Nebraska, Lydia Bruun Public Library, Falls City, Nebraska; Morton James Public Li-

brary, Nebraska City, Nebraska, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, Colorado, Omaha History 

Center and Hardin Hall, University of Nebraska Lincoln. 

Jan Wright moved to a farm north of Barada, Nebraska from Houston, Texas in 1997 and has been 

writing about the area ever since. After earning a BBA degree from the University of Houston, she 

took courses in creative writing there and at Rice University, St. Thomas University and Peru State 

College.  Several of her works have been published in the Plains Song Review (2000, 2002) put out 

annually by the University of Nebraska Press and Nebraska Presence: an Anthology of Poetry (2007). 

Barada Hills Exhibit at Morton-James Public Library 
By Louan Beard 
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http://bit.ly/Extra2018
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http://bit.ly/GSower2018
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http://bit.ly/2018SchoolLib
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Southeast Library System 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/ 

Butler • Clay • Fillmore • Gage • Hamilton • Jefferson • Johnson • Lancaster • Merrick • Nemaha • Nuckolls • 

Otoe • Pawnee • Polk • Richardson • Saline • Saunders • Seward • Thayer • York 

Staff: 

Executive Director—Scott Childers 
scott.childers.sels@gmail.com 

Assistant Director—Todd Schlechte 
todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com 
 
Administrative Assistant—Maggie Kramer  

   maggie.kramer.sels@gmail.com 
 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Local Phone:  402-467-6188 
Toll Free Phone:  800-288-6063 
Fax:  844-270-7004 

selsne@gmail.com 
 
5730 R St. Suite C-1 
Lincoln, NE 68505 
 

 
 

Time to 

Weed? 
Are your shelves overfilled? Do you have books 

that are dilapidated? Do you have materials 

that are inaccurate or out of date? Or perhaps 

you even have items that don’t fit into the 

scope of the library’s collection? 

Then it’s time to weed! Don’t let a fear of 

weeding or a lack of time keep you from this 

necessary work. Todd and Scott are willing to 

come out to help. Just call us at 402-467-6188 

or email Todd at 

todd.schlechte.sels@gmail.com. We will set up 

a time that works both for you and for us. 

System Spotlight 

http://libraries.ne.gov/SELS/
https://www.facebook.com/southeastlibrarysystem/

