
Innovator Makerspace



Problem Solving

Media

Design

Build skills and develop confidence using media

Incorporate problem solving routines to create 
innovative solutions

Create, storyboard and share prototype

innovator makerspace



Media Literacy | Media Competency
Build skills and develop confidence using media

innovator makerspace

•Spark 
•Model 
•Explore

•Create 
•Document 
•Share
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 Watch

What If... Nebraska
Good ideas often start with a simple question. Nebraskans answer with innovation, creativity and
entrepreneurship. We tell their stories in our award-winning Nebraska Public Media series, "What

If..."

Season 6

Share on X  Share on Facebook

"What If..." is an award-winning exploration of innovation, creativity, invention and discovery," says host and producer Mike
Tobias. "Stories about interesting Nebraskans with interesting ideas in a wide range of areas, like university research,
entrepreneurship, education, economic development and more. It’s a great project because we’re having fun and
challenging ourselves creatively to tell these stories in a way that takes you inside the worlds and minds of these innovators."

Since the project debuted in 2019, it's earned multiple local, regional and national awards. Most recently, three 
!

What is "What If..."

Heartland
Regional Emmy nominations

Our Latest Stories!

TELEVISION

Candy Scientist
How Tessa Porter combined her love of science and candy
into a business, Sprinkk, that helps others create candy.

TELEVISION

Student Satellite
Nebraska junior high and high school students, working
with NASA and UNL faculty and students, built a small cube
satellite that was launched into space to test solar panel
materials.

TELEVISION

Young Entrepreneurs Created a Horse Hotel
After a tornado struck, see how young entrepreneurs turned
tragedy into triumph and created a "hotel" for horses and
their owners

TELEVISION

Creating the Horse Hotel Story in One Shot
The “What If…” team did something usually reserved for big
movie productions; we told a story with one continuously
shot! We’ll take viewers behind the scenes of this unique
production.

TELEVISION

Sidney After Cabela's
Learn how a spirit of entrepreneurship saved Sidney after
the Cabela's headquarters left town

TELEVISION

Watch "Wiz" and Team Create Fun in the Sky
Learn how a Nebraska business creates drone shows
throughout the United States.

TELEVISION

INVENTURE Day
See what kids (and the "What If..." team) create with a
mystery widget, taking part in the 4-H INVENTURE Day
program.

TELEVISION

Buzz Savories
Follow Betty Sayers journey from Head Start teacher to
magazine publisher to bee keeper to mustard maker in
Holdrege, now with her business, Buzz Savories.

What drives Nebraska’s innovators, big thinkers, risk takers? How do they think? What influences them? What have they
learned from? What’s next? We explore this in a separate "What If..." project component, designed for a high school/college
age target audience, called "Innovator Insights."

 to watch "Innovator Insights" videos (including versions with Spanish-language captions), and access viewing
guides and discussion questions for educators.

"What If..." celebrates innovation and creativity. So in our stories we  , submitted for use in the
project by a wide range Nebraska composers. Since 2019 we've used more than 200 pieces of music created by 40 different
composers in our award-winning stories and shows!

 for submission details, plus a listing of the songs and composers from each "What If..." story.

Innovator Insights

CLICK HERE

"What If..." Music
showcase original music

CLICK HERE

"What If..." is an award-winning exploration of innovation, creativity, invention and discovery," says host and producer Mike
Tobias. "Stories about interesting Nebraskans with interesting ideas in a wide range of areas, like university research,
entrepreneurship, education, economic development and more. It’s a great project because we’re having fun and
challenging ourselves creatively to tell these stories in a way that takes you inside the worlds and minds of these innovators."

Since the project debuted in 2019, it's earned multiple local, regional and national awards, including:

Two Heartland Regional Emmy awards and 12 total Heartland Regional Emmy nominations
Two National Educational Telecommunications Association (NETA) awards
Seven Midwest Broadcast Journalists Association Eric Sevareid awards
Seven Nebraska Broadcasters Association Awards

What is "What If..."

More Content

Innovator Insights

Stories

Original Music

Comments, questions, ideas? Contact "What If..." host/producer Mike Tobias at .

Follow Mike and #WhatIfNebraska on , ,  and .

mtobias@NebraskaPublicMedia.org

Facebook Threads Bluesky LinkedIn

What If... Nebraska Public Media News stories and
other content
How passions for science and candy led to a sweet business (5/20/2025)

How Sidney is "building back better" after Cabela's headquarters left town (3/26/2025)

City of Sidney focuses on future as Cabela's buildings head to auction (2/7/2025)

How "Wiz" and his Norfolk company are entertaining with drones (8/23/2024)

Go Behind the Seams to learn about a cool "What If..." episode location (Nebraska Stories story, 5/2/2024)

How a Kearney entrepreneur is revolutionizing power line inspections (4/19/2024)

Young Nebraska scientists built a satellite, it's now headed to space (3/15/2024)

A traveling barbershop in Nebraska provides boys with haircuts and mentorship (NPR story, 3/5/2024)

How D-Wayne Taylor became a vocal entrepreneur (2/16/2024)

Extended version of our "Little Church of Keystone" story, produced for "Nebraska Stories" (2/8/2024)

Haircuts, Mentoring and Counseling...in a Bus (1/19/2024)

The story of the Bee States Ballroom (location for host segments for one of our Season 4 episodes)

Art replaces alcohol at Whiteclay Makerspace (1/12/2023)

Advice for future entrepreneurs: "just go and do it" (1/5/2023)

The huge, influential US Soccer fan group - that started in Nebraska (11/18/22)

Omaha start-up helps companies, products learn how shoppers shop (1/6/22)

Challenges for Nebraska's Entrepreneurial Ecosystem (1/5/22)

"Start doing right now" and other advice from innovators (12/22/21)

Big Ideas from Young Nebraska Entrepreneurs (4/20/21)

Competition Seeks Young Nebraska Entrepreneurs With Big Ideas (3/1/2021)

Bikes, Coffee and Help for Young Nebraskans Aging Out of Foster Care (2/4/2021)

How Young Entrepreneurs Are "Dishing Out Girl Power" in Bassett (1/28/2021)

“Celebrate Failure” and Other Advice From Nebraska Innovators (1/21/2021)

"The Verge" radio special featuring "What If..." Music (1/17/2021)

Radio "Friday Live" program featuring composer Stacy Barelos and "What If..." music (1/8/2021)

"We Aren't Typical Seniors": Mullen Students Reflect on a COVID-19 Spring (5/28/2020)

Remote Learning in the Sandhills During a Pandemic (5/14/2020)

From Spirits to Sanitizer: COVID-19 Innovation (4/22/2020)

"Friday Live" interview on "What If..." music with Mike Tobias, composers Philip Daniel & Conner McConnell
(6/14/2019)

Innovative UNMC, UNO Programs Improve Health Care in Different Ways (6/13/2019)

“Thinking Differently” Helps Ord Thrive (6/12/2019)

Support Nebraska Public Media
Connecting Nebraska through PBS, NPR and original content since 1954. Engaging Nebraskans
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What If…. 
Good ideas often start with 

a simple question. 
Nebraskans answer with 
innovation, creativity and 
entrepreneurship. We tell 
their stories in our award-
winning Nebraska Public 
Media series, "What If…"


https://nebraskapublicmedia.org/
en/series-media/what-if-video/
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Problem Solving

If you could solve a 
problem with the help 

of a robot, what 
problem would you 

solve? 







Storyboarding 

Create a script for 
your pitch using 
six writing prompts



Ask a question. 
Introduce the 
product or service.

State an interesting 
fact about the 
problem being 
solved.

Describe what 
your innovation 
does.

Describe how the 
innovation 
changes behavior.

Call to action.

Restate the 
problem being 
solved as a 
question. Identify 
the audience. 1 2 3

4 5 6



Stop-Motion 

Tell the story of how 
your innovation 
helps others using 
stop motion



Green Screen

Now, flip those facts 
into opposite 
concepts or ideas.



Share your Innovation

• Create a sales pitch for your 
idea 

• Rehearse 

• Record in segments 

• Use Edits and cuts to finish 
media



Design Challenge:
100 Facts

With a partner or in 
small groups, come 
up with 100 facts that 
are challenging about 
your morning routine



Design Challenge:
100 Facts

Pick one or two new 
facts and brainstorm 
how a robot or an 
invention could make 
that a reality.



Design Challenge:
100 Facts

Now, flip those facts 
into opposite 
concepts or ideas.



Contact Us

Matt Heusman

NebraskaPublicMedia.org

mattheusman@nebraskapublicmedia.org

1800 N 33rd St.Lincoln, NE 68503

K-12 EDUCATION SPECIALIST
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