


















Specllal Repon ••• 
Library Funding Success Stories, part one 

What elements contribute to the successful outcome of efforts by 
libraries to reach new ftnancial goals? Are there conunon, identiftable 
factors that lead to success? 

These and other questions are often asked when a library is facing 
a need to find resources beyond those in its current budget. This new 
NCompass series will feature public libraries throughout Nebraska 
that have succeeded in their efforts to acquire additional fimding, 
particularly in the face of difficult or complicated ftscal situations. 
This ftrst column features South SiolLx City, a community that 
persisted in spite of two fairly recent defeats of tax issues. 

South Sioux City tried in 1995 and 1997 to pass its first sales 
tax. Both times the measures were defeated by narrow margins. In 
the 1997 initiative, according to Library Director William Kendra, 
local suppOtters of the library were in favor of a new library, but the 
ballot's packaging of this effort with attempts to revitalize the 
downtown apparendy doomed it to defeat. How did South Sioux 
City overcome this reluctance on the part of local voters? They put 
together a more palatable package that passed by a nearly 2 to 1 
margin: 
.... 1/2 cent sales tax on each dollar for street repair and maintenance 
A 1/4 cent sales tax on each dollar for capital improvements (the 

library is top priority) 
.... 1/4 cent sales tax on each dollar for property tax reductions 

The latter two issues were joined on the ballot, and both had to 
pass in order for that ballot issue to be approved. Kendra says that 
the capital improvements t<LX is expected to generate approximately 
$250,000 per year. 

When asked to speculate on why the vote was so successful this 
tinle, Kendra noted the following contributing factors: 
A The formation of a Tax Increment Financing district in January 

1999 to work toward revitalizing the downtown business area . 
.... The efforts of long-time board president Diane Boyd and other 

board members. 
A The identification of a tentative location for the "new" library. 
A The Libraries for the Future Community Library Advocacy 

Progranl, which Kendra said, "Kept the issue in the public eye 
while some other things went on behind the scenes." 

.... The overall combination of efforts and cirClmlstances, 
which "dovetailed" during this effort to result in success. 

Some conclusions that might be drawn are: 
A Any library hoping to improve its circumstances signift

candy will need to marshal local support from influential 
segments of the population and coalitions. 

A Any t<LX or ballot issue will need to be carefully thought 
out in terms of acceptability to dle electorate and "if at 
ftrst you don't succeed-try, try again." 

, .... People seem to respond more positively to speciftcs, radler 
than generalities. 

Richard Miller 

We invite you to share your library success stories. To 
share your experience in acquiring additional fimding, 
contact Richard Miller, 402-471-3175,800-307-2665, 
Fax: 402-471-2083 or e-mail: <rmiller@neon.nlc.state.ne.us>. 
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Creai:e Bookmark Llisu 
lor Cusi:omers 

The article below was excerpted from George 
Strassler's What A Tangled l#b collIDlI1 in the December 
1999 edition of from the Northeast Library 
System: 

Instead of reviewing a lot ofURLs this month I am 
going to give you a creative idea that I swiped from Mary 
Jo Ryan and Kit Keller at the Nebraska Library 
Commission and from Jesse Berst's Anchor Desk colurrm 
at <www.zdnet.com/anchordesk>. 

Scenario: Mr. Snake assigns a biology class project on 
reptiles. You, the information specialist, know where to 
fmd the material they need on the Web. Try this: 
Bookmark the sites you have selected on your browser. 
Then use one of the online bookmark storage sites to 
store bookmarks at a central Web location from which 
you, or anyone, can access them from anywhere. Try: 
A Clickmarks at <www.clickmarks.com> 

A MURL at < murl.com > 

A BaBoo at <www.baboo.com> 

Give the patron the URL of the storage site and they 
can reach all the bookmarks from the library, home, or 
school. Think what you can do for businessmen, 
investors, or farmers. The possibilities are endless, and you 
and your library come off as heroes. 

You can also store your own bookmarks as a backup. 
Password them if you don't want others to access them. I 
tried BaBoo and Clickmarks and while BaBoo was a bit 
easier to use, it was slower than sludge. CLickmarks is a bit 
nerdier, but fast and really quite easy. As an example of 
these storage sites, see the URLs in this colunm at 
<www.clickmarks.com/click/gstras/?VN=O> . 
Dr. Ceo. Strassler, <gstras@bloomnet.com> .... 

South Sioux City Public Library Board plan for their 

successful bond issue with Library Director William 

Kendra (far right). 



lII:ompass 
lIews 0' lIebraska Libraries and People 

• This January, the library board 
and staff of the Scottsbluff 
Public Library honored Shirley 
Flack on her retirement after 
thirty-one years as Library 
Director. 

• Jim Soester, Chadron State 
College Coordinator of Library 
Services, was recently appointed 
to tlle OCLC Reference Services 
Advisory Committee. 

• Stromsburg resi
dents voted, "Yes" by 
a two to one margin 
to support the 
construction of a new 
library. Bids will be 
let soon, Witll ground breaking 
planned for late spring/early 
summer. 

• The Nebraska Library 
Association (NLA) Citations 
Committee invites nominations 
for the 2000 Meritorious 
Service and Mari Sandoz 
Awards. Nominations and 
letters of support must be 
received by Verne Haselwood, 
Chair, NLA Citations 
Conullittee, 9919 Pasadena 
Ave. , Omaha, NE 68124, 
<hasel@alltel.net> by June 30. 
For more information, see tlle 
Commission home page 
Announcements. 

• The Nebraska Center for tlle 
Book Nebraska Book Awards 

program will recognize 
books written by 

Nebraska 
autllors, 
published by 
Nebraska 
publishers, set 
in Nebraska, or 

relating to Nebraska. For more 
information, see the Conunis
sion home page, 
<www.nlc.state.ne.us>, search 
on Book Awards. Deadline for 
entries is May 15 . 

• Panhandle Library System 
Board hired Susan Baird as tlle 
new System Administrator. She 
formerly worked Witll Panhandle 
Community Services in Gering 
and Gering Public Library. 

• The tllirteentll annual statewide 
exhibition, Food for Thought, 
from tlle Sheldon Memorial 
Art Gallery and Sculpture 
Garden, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, was hosted 
by tlle Holdrege Public Library 
System this spring. 

• The Bloomfield Library cele
brated the move into a new 
location, witll a winter Open 
House. More tllan 100 people 
visited tlle new facility. 

• $88,400 in grants fi· 1 tlle Bill 
and Melitrda Gates Foundation 

• IGt Keller recently assumed new 
responsibilities as Library 
Commission Library Data 
Services Coordinator. She will 
have responsibility for devel
opment of an Intranet, a 
Knowledge Management Plan, 
and educational components 
related to agency data collection 
and storage. 

• The NE Department of 
Economic Development recently 
recognized tlle Creighton 
Library Foundation for tlleir 
new public library and the 
community of Alliance for tlleir 
new joint public library and 
community college facility. 

• The Kearney Public Library 
and Information Center 
recently launched a new home 
page. The new address is 
<www.kearneylib.org>. 

• The Library Conunission 
recently awarded grants for 
Excellence in Children's 
Library Services. These grants 
help achieve tlle Commission 
Long Range Plan, Libraries for 
the 21st Century, Goal 5c: 
ce • •• develop, maintain, and 
support library services to 
children and young adults." For 
more information, see tlle 
COI1Ul11ssion home page, 
<www.nJc.state.ne.us> , search 
on 2000 Children's. 

• The Nebraska Library 
Commission recently hired 
Evelyn Kubert, currently tlle 
librarian at the Media Center for 
Churches, to serve as Interlibrary 
Loan/Back-up Reference staff. 

• Lisa Kelly, Nebraska Library 
Commission Reference Services 
Coordinator, developed a Web ~ 
page for new Librarians in 
Nebraska at tlle Commission's 
Electronic Library. See tlle 
Commission home page at 
< www.nk.state.ne.us >, search 
on New Librarian. 

• The Talking Book and Braille 
Service at me Nebraska Library 
Commission recently promoted 
Sarah Labrie to Reader's 
Advisor. 

• New library directors include: 
Brwling Public Libral')~ Cathy 
Otto; Butler Memorial Library 
in Cambridge, Debra Young; 
Carleton Public Library, 
Marguerite McBride; Hooker 
ColU1ty Library in Mullen, Julie 
Pfeiffer; Mary Lanning 
Memorial Hospital Library, 
Hastings, Ella Rathod; 
Minatare Public Library, Lillian 
Covalt; Panhandle Library 
System, Susan Baird; Pilger 
Public Libral')~ Anne Taylor; 
and Valparaiso Public Library, 
Mary Rittenburg. • 
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Resource Sharina Facilitated 
There are a variety of reasons for creating a shared library 

catalog. The first to come to mind is facilitating resource 
sharing. Resource sharing is cost-effective, allowing for 
greater use of material across the state, and efficient, 
allowing for librarians and library customers to search across 
the collections of libraries across the state. 

The Library Commission facilitates this through our 
statewide union catalog within FirstSearch's WorldCat. 
Through our statewide FirstSearch contract, this catalog is 
available (at no charge to the library) to all libraries 
regardless of type and to all Nebraskans through remote 
patron access outside the library. When a librarian or library 
user searches WorldCat for material, if a Nebraska library 
owns that material, that library'S or those libraries' symbols 
are first to appear. 

Now, more than one hundred Nebraska libraries are 
adding their holdings to the statewide union catalog. Forty
three of these are using CatExpress, a Web-based product 
allowing small libraries to add their holdings and to 
download MARC records for their local catalogs. For more 
information about CatExpress, contact Devra Dragos at 
<devra@neon.nlc.state. ne.us>, 402-471-4021, 
800-307-2665. ... 

Nebraska Library Commission 
The Atrium • 1200 N St. • Suite 120 
Lincoln NE 68508-2023 
34-00-00 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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lIew on Our 
Home Paae: 
See <WWW.nlc.state.ne.us> 

... Nominations Sought for 
Meritorious Service and Mari 
Sandoz Awards 

... Spanish Language Titles 
Recommended for Library 
Purchase 

... Summer Reading Videos 
Available for Reservations 

... Web Page for New Librarians 
Available 

... NCB 2000 Book Award 
Nominations Sought 

... Nebraska Libraries Receive 
Support for Information 
Technology 
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